
 
 
 

 

     
 
 
 
 

 

 

   

 

        

 

Celebrating 40 Years of Dedication 

 

A promise to her sister ignited a life-long commitment for Joanna Pierson to  
create enviable lives for people with developmental disabilities.  Join us as we 

proudly celebrate the 40th Anniversary of Joanna Pierson as Executive Director of  

The Arc of Frederick County.   

 
Beginning her career as the only paid staff of The Arc in 1979, Joanna worked 

with local and state advocates to create an agency with a division that  
provided services to more than 14,000 people with developmental disabilities In 

Maryland before spinning off that entity in 2006.  Joanna’s 40 years of  
leadership with The Arc has allowed her to create inclusive communities with 
her core belief that all people should live a life with purpose and meaning with 

people you care about and people who care about you.   

 

As a life-long advocate, Joanna has a strong commitment to self-determination and partnering with people with  

developmental disabilities and their families to locate inclusive supports, and where supports currently do not  

exist, to be the leader who can excite and organize the community to establish new services.   

 

This was particularly evident when in 2012, the Jeanne Bussard Center closed without notice, and dozens of  
people with disabilities suddenly found themselves without critical day services.  Joanna immediately opened the 

doors of The Arc, welcoming each person and quickly assisting them with the help they needed to continue their 

jobs and maintain meaningful day connections.  Joanna’s ability to inspire others led the local community to rally 

behind her as The Arc purchased the building and opened a coffee shop, began a culinary training program, and 

created an event space that brings people with and without disabilities together for trainings, special events,  

concerts, art exhibits, with many other festive gathering in the works. 

 
Joanna’s commitment is not only to her local community.  Joanna passes down 

her strong value based beliefs of how to support people as a professor with 

The University of Maryland’s School of Social Work where she inspires the 

next generation of social workers.  Her service as President of The American 

Association on Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities has afforded Joanna 

to make a positive impact for people with disabilities and their families 

throughout the country.  Her travels to Russia, India, and Israel have allowed 

Joanna to create world-wide partnerships to share best practices around the 

globe. 

 

As The Arc celebrates Joanna’s 40 years as Executive Director, we thank you for your leadership and recognize 

that you lovingly fulfilled your promise to your sister, Marcia, to make a world where people can live the way they 

want to and be part of  their communities.   

 

http://www.arcfc.org


                                               Join us at Charlotte's Coffee House for lunch!  
                                                Charlotte’s Coffee House is open                                                                              

Wednesday through Friday from 11:00 am– 3:00pm.                                                                                 
Located at 555 South Market Street in Frederick                                                                        

(enter from Stadium Drive, right next to the Keys).   
There are several comfortable rooms to dine-in, and if the weather is this nice, feel free 

to enjoy your food and drinks on our patio tables. 
 Hope to see you there! 

      Visit our Facebook page to see the menu! 

Save the Date! Unity Campaign for Frederick County 
 

The Arc of Frederick County is proud to be a part of the 2019 Unity Campaign for  
Frederick County sponsored by The United Way of Frederick.  

From September 9th through September 21st you can make a donation to the Unity 
Campaign and designate The Arc of Frederick County. By making a  contribution to 
this campaign, your donation will be matched (your donation will be doubled)! All  

proceeds will benefit children and adults with developmental and intellectual  
disabilities in our community. For more information visit www.unityfrederick.com.  

Thank you for your support! 

 
 

 

 

 
Are you creative, energetic, and dependable? 
 
Would you like to provide support for adults and children with disabilities to participate in community activities? 
 

The Arc of Frederick County is seeking people who are interested in full-time and part-time job  
opportunities as direct support Coaches, who help people where they live or work or while participating in activities 

in our community.  Great pay, flexible hours, Frederick County and Allegany County locations. Requirements for each 

position include a valid driver's license with good driving record, clear background checks, and participation in  

required trainings. 

 
Apply Online at www.arcfc.org 

Inaugural holiday Market 
Hosted by The Arc of Frederick County 

Saturday, November 16th from 10:00am-5:00pm 
555 South Market Street, Frederick, MD 21701. 

 
Hand-crafted items, food, and good music! 

 
Crafters tables and two chairs @ $25 each, Food truck spots @ $100 each 

 
Contact Maya Howard at 301-663-0909 x158 or at mhoward@arcfc.org to secure your spot! 



CAR DONATIONS 

Mr. Edward Hiser 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Hodnett 

 
CONTRIBUTIONS 

Castle and Castle 

Ms. Deanna Knapp 

Knights of Columbus #13290 

Knights of Columbus # 14011 

Knights of Columbus # 15985 

Linganore United Methodist Church 

Ms. Rona Mensah 

Ms. Paulette A. Meulenberg 

Mr. William J. Papproth 

Ms. Becky Smock   
 
 

 

MEMORIAL CONTRIBUTIONS– Scott D. Wachter 

Joanna Pierson 

Woodsboro Volunteer Fire Department 

Kenneth J. and Mary D. Wachter 
   

 
 
 
MEMBERSHIP-NEW 

Brooks Behavioral Health Services 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP-RENEW 

Mr. and Mrs. Gerald R. Baker 
Ms. Susan N. Botts 
Mr. and Mrs. David L. Brandenburg 
Ms. Michelle Clay 
Mr. and Mrs. R. Dennis Dove 
Ms. Jean Ehlman 
Elville Associates 
Mr. Ronald L. Hartman 
Curt and Jackie Johnson 
Dr. Eugene L. Klupt 
Mr. and Mrs. W.Thomas Koontz, CPA 
Rev. and Mrs. Albert K. Lane, III 
Ms. Catherine J. Lapointe 
Carla and Gordon Lyon 
Ms. Rosie Marr 
Ms. Willa D. McGaha 
Mr. David Moreno 
Ms. Sylvia L. Myers 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard A. Pearrell 
Mr. and Mrs. Clarence R. Reeder 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. Saal 
Mr. Edward A. Sherow 
Ms. Becky Smock 
Specialized Engineering 
Mr. and Mrs. Bradley Ray Stokes 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Welch 
Mrs. Bonel P. Zakarian 
Ms. Marilyn C. Zekaria 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contributions as of July 1, 2019 



620A Research Court 

Frederick, MD 21703 

www.arcfc.org  

 301.663.0909 
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See our website for a  listing 

of upcoming events 

thearcoffrederickcounty.blogspot.com 

Board of   

Directors 
 

Kathy Laky 
President 

 

Cindy Kopciak 
Vice President  

 

Mike Shank 
Treasurer 

 

Duncan Barks 

Secretary 

 

Wendy Andrews 
Past President 

 

 

Carol Debow 

Grant Kelsey 

Adriana Toro 

Denny Weikert 

 

 


