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i We at The Arc of Frederick County note
| with sorrow the passing of Kathryn Mercer |
. Reed. Kitty was a friend of The Arc for
> many years. She served as the President of =
the Board of Directors. She assisted the
¢ Arc as President when the agency spun-off
its residential program in 1979. She was .
. - involved in the operations of the agency 4
= and in volunteering to assist specific indi- *

viduals who needed help. She was a kind ]
|
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| and generous person, assisting many of the
., people we serve.

¢ “Kitty was a huge influence on my life, {:
¢ She taught me much about how to advocate
| effectively. She also was energetic and a |
L lot of fun to be around,” stated The Arc’s |
. Executive Director, Joanna Pierson. :

¢ We will miss her.
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HOLIDAY
CONNECTIONS '06

=

The fqllowing churches and business cnnected
with over 238 individuals providing them

with a truly memorable holiday
season and we thank them!
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Arc Executive Director Elected
VP of AAIDD

The Arc is pleased to announce that our
Executive Director, Joanna Pierson, has been
elected as Vice President of the American
Association on Intellectual and Developmen-
tal Disabilities (formerly AAMR).  This
position starts June 1, 2007. The following
year she will be President-Elect and then will
become President the year after that.

American Association on Inteflectual and Developmental Disabilities
(AAIDD) is the oldest and largest interdisciplinary organization of
professionals (and others) concerned about developmental disabili~
ties. The organization has over 9,000 members in the U.5.

and 55 other countries.

Please join us in congratulating her on this accomplishment.

SUMMER CAMP LIST
www.arcfe_ors

Please check our website for the 2007 Summer
Recreation Information list. You will find details
on summer camps and programs for all ages
with special needs. Also, check the online
Summer Camp Directory at
www.campresource.com
for a list of specific special needs camps.




| Pages

The Arc of Frederick County is committed to supporting self-
advocates, parents, and vested community members in advocating -for
community supports for children and adults with developmental disabili-
ties. The current legislative session is a crucial time to inform our elected
officials about the importance of funding for community supports. This
year, the Governor’s budget did not include any funding for the Develop-
mental Disabilities Administration’s Waiting List and less funding than the
previous year for people in emergency situations. In addition, Frederick
County residents are working diligently to increase the number of children
who can be served through the Maryland Autism Waiver. Below is a sum-
mary of Legislative Advocacy by Frederick County residents.

February 6- Board Member, Margic Allen, along with her daughter,
Colleen Allen, testified before the Maryland Senate Developmental Dis-
abilities Administration budget panel regarding the need for funding for
the.over 15,000 Maryland residents on the DDA Waiting List for commu-
nity supports.

February 12 - Autism Society of America members Jean Gerding, Nor-
ita Snow, Steven Cobourn, and Owen and Carol vanDoorn testified before
the House Maryland State Department of Education budget panel in sup-
port of supplemental funding to serve additional Maryland children
through the Autism Waiver program.

February 27 -Arc staff and members of Working Together Self-
Advocacy Group joined the Board of County Commissioners of Frederick
County for the official declaration of March as Developmental Disabilities
Awareness month.

February 28 — Arc staff and members of Working Together joined forces
with advocates from across the state to participate in Developmental Dis-
abilities Day at the Legislature in Annapolis. This year the stories of three
Frederick County residents Wilbur Smith, Gary Lewis, and Carol Debow
were highlighted as part of the Freedom Stories opening ceremonies. Free-
dom Stories shares the experiences of Maryland residents who were once
institutionalized but now live independent lives in the community.
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Community Wall Art
at

The Qefap@;‘m Visual Arts Education Cenfer
408 Carroll Street, Fredzrick, Mafyétmf

Openirg Recepﬁan

Saturday, June 2, 2007
3:00—5:00 PM
Featuring art work from classes taught by K”ﬁ; f;ig’:f; ;e “;zf”]
Kristen Bohlander, A collborative class coordinated Patty Ventoand Diane Nggy
with QY VAEC and The Arc of Frederick County. from The Are

Students from seventeen elementary, middle and high
schools in Maryland won in the annual Together We're Better
Poster and Essay Contest conducted by The Arc of Maryland
in partnership with the Maryland State Dep'artment of Edu-
cation, Maryland Developmental Disabilities Council, the
Maryland Coalition for Inclusive Education, and the Mary-

land Department of Disabilities.

Middle School Essay winners include; Honorable
Mentions awarded to Aaron Neel and Natalie Ahearn. Both
students attend Grade 6 at West Frederick Middle School.

Congratulations!
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Healthcare uypdate

For people who can't otherwise get Medicaid,
consider. . .

L Pﬁmary Adult Care (the program that covers primary care, out-
patient mental health, some pharmacy).

2. Maryland Health Insurance Plan (state administered health in-
surance program for Maryland residents who do not have access to
health insurance because of their medical condition.)

http:/ /www.marylandhealthinsuranceplan.state.md.us

or call the program’s toll free number, 866-780-7105.

3. Employed Individuals with Disabilities (allows people who
previously received SSI or Social Security to return to work and
have Medicaid coverage). http://www.dhmbh.state.md.us/pdf/
EIDbrochure.pdf.

Bach of these programs has different eligibility requirements and
different benefits.

ce
Housing Resour

www.mdhousingsearch.org - The link to a new web site which will
list real time registry of affordable housing in Maryland, listed by
County. Developers who receive public funding will eventually be
required to list on the web site, however private owners will also be
encouraged to participate. The site is funded by the MDD Depart-
ment of Housing and Community Development and is a free
resource for citizens of Maryland.

pp DaY o7

Working Together spent two days in Annapolis,
MD for Developmental Disabilities Day at the legislature
on February 27-28, 2007. The group kicked off their trip on
Tuesday evening with a pizza party and swimming at The
Country Inn and Suites in Annapolis. The following
morning, the group arose early to catch the shuttle to
downtown Annapolis, where a legislative reception was
held at the Miller Senate Building. This reception included
remarks by Maryland elected officials, DDA budget brief-
ings, legislative priorities, and a touching video of institu-
tion survivors. Following the reception, several small
groups of Working Together members spent time drop-
ping off informational packets to Frederick County’s local
senators and delegates. DD Day was a huge success this
year, and Working Together members look forward to

participating again next year!




